
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Senate Local Government Committee 

Special District Information Sources 

General Information 

Special District Fact Sheet, Senate Local Government Committee, July 2006. 

Kimia Mizany & April Manatt, What’s So Special About Special Districts? A Citizen’s Guide to 
Special Districts in California (Third Edition), Senate Local Government Committee, February 
2002. 

“Tailor-Made Government for Californians” (Chapter 5), Growth Within Bounds, Commission on 
Local Governance for the 21st Century, Sacramento, January 2000. 

Basic References 

General Comparison of Water District Acts (Bulletin 155-94), Department of Water Resources, 
Sacramento, March 1994. 
http://elib.cs.berkeley.edu/kopec/b155/html/home.html 

Special Districts Annual Report, Fiscal Year 2003-04, State Controller’s Office, Sacramento, May 
2006. 
www.sco.ca.gov/ard/local/locrep/districts/reports/0304specialdistricts.pdf 

Critical Studies 

Paul G. Lewis, Deep Roots: Local Government Structure in California, Public Policy Institute of 
California, San Francisco, 1998. 

Special Districts: Relics of the Past or Resources for the Future?, Little Hoover Commission, 
Sacramento, May 2000. 

Special Topics 

Property Taxes: Why Some Local Governments Get More Than Others, Legislative Analyst’s 
Office, August 1996. 

Mark Campbell, “Understanding Special Districts and Public Debt,” Debt Line Off-Print, California 
Debt and Investment Advisory Commission, August 2000. 
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Mark Campbell, “Understanding Special Districts and Public Debt: Part Two,” Debt Line Off-Print, 
California Debt and Investment Advisory Commission, September 2000. 

Integrity and Accountability: Exploring Special Districts’ Governance, Senate Local Government 
Committee, November 2003. 

Special Districts’ Principal Acts 

These reports by the Senate Local Government Committee explain and reprint some principal acts, 
the state laws that govern specific types of special districts. 

A New Law For a New Mission: Senate Bill 515 and the “Fire Protection District 
Law of 1987” (284-S), October 1987. 

Parks, Progress, and Public Policy: A Legislative History of Senate Bill 707 and the “Recreation 
and Park District Law” (1112-S), October 2001. 

Science, Service, and Statutes: A Legislative History of Senate Bill 1588 and the “Mosquito 
Abatement and Vector Control District Law” (1226-S), September 2003. 

For Years To Come: A Legislative History of Senate Bill 341 and the “Public Cemetery District 
Law” (1268-S), August 2004. 

Community Needs, Community Services: A Legislative History of SB 135 (Kehoe) and the 
“Community Services District Law” (1348-S), March 2006. 

Order the principal act reports directly from Senate Publications (916) 651-1538. 

Senate Local Government Committee 
October 24, 2006 
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